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Introduction

Regular attendance at school is 

an important part of every 

student’s success and is 

necessary in order to gain the 

greatest benefit from the 

educational experience. 



The Law Regarding 

Attendance

 Every child between the ages of 

six and 17 shall be required to 

attend  a public school, private 

school, church school, or be 

instructed by a competent 

private tutor for the entire length 

of the school term…



Section b of 

Withdrawal of Enrollment

 Each child who is enrolled in a public 
school shall be subject to the 
attendance and truancy provisions of 
this article except that any parent or 
parents, guardian, guardians who 
voluntarily enrolls their child in public 
school, who feel that it is in the best 
interest of that child shall have the 
right to withdraw the child at any time 
prior to the current minimum 
compulsory attendance age.



Absences must be explained

 An excuse is needed for every time a 
student is absent.

 Failure to furnish an explanation shall be 
admissible as evidence of such child being 
truant with the consent and connivance of 
the person in control or charge of said 
child, unless such person can show to the 
reasonable satisfaction of the court that he 
had no knowledge of such absence and 
that he has been diligent in his efforts to 
secure the attendance of such child.



What is Excused v. Unexcused?

EXCUSED

 Personal Illness
(Doctor note may be required)

 Medical Appointment
-Keep to a minimum

 Funeral of Immediate 
Family Member

-One day only.

”Immediate Family Member” is 
defined as  mother,  father, 
grandmother, grandfather, son/son-
in-law, daughter/daughter-in-law, 
brother, sister, or any relative living 
in the student’s immediate 
household.

 Court Appearance 
Required

UNEXCUSED
 Out of Town Visit to Relatives

 Runny nose or cough or mild 
stomach ache

 Minor Headaches

 Stay with a Sick Relative

 Otherwise would have been 
excused, but parent didn’t bother 
to call.

 Work

 Going shopping, etc.

 Vacations

 No Excuse



Policies and Procedures

 An accurate record of attendance for 

each student shall be maintained by 

classroom or homeroom teacher or 

other designated person.

 When a student misses school, 

excuses need to be in the office no 

later than within three days from 

when the students return to school.



Policies and Procedures

 Only 7 unexcused days are 

allowed for the year.

 Only 7 parental notes per 

semester will be accepted.  After 

which a doctor’s note is 

required.

 August to December

 January to May



Truancy

 Truancy is a habitual and 
unlawful absence from 
school. (All absences are 
counted as unlawful/unexcused 
until the Choctaw County School 
District receives a written 
excuse explaining the excusable 
reason for the absence.)



Habitual Truant

 Habitual truant.

 In case any child becomes an habitual truant, or because 
of irregular attendance or misconduct has become a 
menace to the best interest of the school which he is 
attending or should attend, and the parent, guardian or 
other person files a written statement in court as provided 
in Section 16-28-13, stating that he is unable to control 
such child, the attendance officer must file a complaint 
before the judge of the juvenile court of the county, 
alleging the facts, whereupon such child must be 
proceeded against in the juvenile court for the purpose of 
ascertaining whether such child is a dependent, neglected 
or delinquent child.

 Section 16-28-14 (School Code 1927, §307; Code 
1940, T. 52, §304.)



Outcomes of truancy

 Conference 

 Early Warning Session

 Intake Assessment

 Informal Meeting with Juvenile Judge

 Helping Families Initiative 

 Petition Filed

 Consult DA’s Office



Why should a parent be concerned 

with the Compulsory Attendance 

Laws?

Because when these laws are 

broken, a parent and the 

student may be taken to 

court.



What actions may be taken 

against the STUDENT

 Failure of grade/credits 

 Attend classes

 fine plus penalties and 
assessments

 Probation or Court

 community service

 Loss/delay of driver’s license 
and/or work permit

 Alternative Placement



What possible penalties can be 

imposed against a PARENT?

 Infraction = fine + penalties 
& assessments
 1st offense = $100 fine

 2nd offense = $250 fine

 3rd offense = $500 fine

 Misdemeanor
 Up to $2,500 fine

 Up to 1 year in jail

 Up to 5 years Probation

 Possible additional 
requirements
 Parenting classes

 Taking child to school



Dropping Out 

Shouldn’t be an Option

 Future of the dropout

 Less healthy

 Divorced

 Single parents

 Unemployed

 In prison

 Living in poverty

 Receiving government assistance



Truancy Increases Your Chances of Being Incarcerated 

and Living in Poverty

CRIME & TRUANCY

 Studies have shown that two-thirds of male juveniles 

arrested while truant tested positive for drug use. 

 67% of truants test positive for drugs when 

they are detained

 According to one confidential survey, nearly 1 in ten 

15 year olds were truant at least once a week. 

 82% of prisoners are high school drop-outs

 57% of violent crimes committed by 

juveniles occur when the student should 

have been in school

 78% of prison inmates have truancy as their 

first arrest



What can parents do to 

reduce truancy?

 Make education a priority in your home.

 Make sure your child gets plenty of rest.

 If your child resists going to school, see if 

you can work out a plan with the principal, go 

to school with your child and sit in their class. 

 Seek tutoring or other help if your child is 

struggling in school.

 Help your child get involved in school 

activities.

 Meet with your child’s teacher and/or school 

administrators.



What will the school do to 

reduce truancy?

 Each student will be monitored 
for school attendance.

 The school will notify the parent 
of accumulated unexcused 
absences 

 After 3-4 unexcused absences, 
the school will attempt to meet 
with the parent and child in an 
effort to seek ways to improve 
the child’s attendance.



Expectations of Parents

 Make sure your child is at school 
daily.

 Provide documentation when child is 
absent.

 Ensure that no more unexcused 
days are accumulated.

 Cooperate with School System and 
Other Agencies

 Attend Conferences and Classes if 
necessary

 Keep appointments



Expectations of Students

 Be at school daily

 Provide excuses when 

absent

 No more unexcused days

 Complete assignments

 Follow the rules



GRADUATION!





THE REAL REASON

The better the child’s education, 

the brighter the child’s future.


